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CHAP.XXVL be more favourable to the enjoyment of health than
in the rest of the country.
The army under Sir Archibald Campbell was loft
at Prome, waiting the abatement of the rains and
inundations.   On the return of the season for active
operations, intelligence was obtained of the approach
of a large Burmese force.   Immediate hostilities,
however, were averted by the arrival of an answer
not unfavourable to an overture for negotiation which
the British general had made to the Burmese go-
vernment some time before. The deputation charged
with the care of the letter proposed that two British
officers should in return pay a visit to the Burmese
commander-in-chief.   Sir Archibald Campbell as-
sented, and Lieutenant-Colonel F. S. Tidy, deputy
adjutant-general, and Lieutenant William Smith, of
the royal navy, were appointed to the mission.
The result was, the conclusion of an armistice till
the 18th of October.   It was therein provided
that the first minister of the king of Ava should
meet the British commander-in-chief at ,a plaoa
mid-way between the positions of the two camps,
The meeting accordingly took place,   The first
interview was one of ceremony    At the second
the negotiators entered on business.   Sir Archibald
Campbell declared the terms on which ho was ready
to conclude a treaty of peace and evacuate the
country.   He required that the court of Ava should
abstain from interference with Cachar, Manipur, and
Assam; should cede Assam to the British